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“| created it, so | own it, right?”

* In the U.S. and most countries, you automatically own copyright the
moment you create an original work and
(canvas, paper, digital file, sculpture, etc.).

* But automatic u cannot enforce,
sue, or collect damages without formal registration.

* Registration strengthens your legal position.

is a legal protection automatically granted to you the
moment you create an original work (art, music, writing,
photography, digital art, etc.). It gives you exclusive rights to:

* Reproduce the work

« Display the work publicly

* Sell or license the work

« Create derivatives (prints, edits, variations, merch, etc.)

« Stop others from copying, selling, or misusing it
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* You post your art online? * You collaborate commercially?

* You sell it? * Your style is unique?

* You show it publicly?

* You license it? * You want to prevent theft?

* Album cover artists * Commission artists

« Designers (Architects) * Painters

« Concept artists * Mixed media artists

« Tattoo designers * Photographers

* Poster artists * Sculptors

* Clients may use art beyond agreed * Collectors & Galleries need to
terms verify authorship

* Clients resell designs * Establish intellectual property
ownership

* Clients use work without license

* Clients don’t pay and still use art
* To be able to collect
(actual damages are
much lower and harder to prove)
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* Once your body of work is complete (Individual or Series)
« Prior to you displaying your work publicly
. If outside your studio will see it, treat it as exposed

* AS SOON AS POSSIBLE!

« If someone steals your design and sells prints first, they may claim
precedence

* Never wait longer than three months after public display
* You may lose your ability to claim major damages if infringement occurs

tly Asked Questions

Search Copyright Records Bagister Your Works.

Copyright Law Wha W Are
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Register Your Work: Registration Portal
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U.S. Copyright Office Application - Confirmation of Receipt ©

Copyright Office

THIS IS AN AUTOMATED EMALL -

Yoir Appication and paymend for 4 work Dixon & Dl Loga and 8 Dier Unpubistied Viarks weds réceived by tha U S Copyrig
PLEASE NOTE. Your submission is ot complats unt you upload or mail the matersl you ars registering. o da 5o, logon ta s s :

i ik on casa number - 15043256551 i the Open Cases lae. Follow the nstuctions o » digtalcopy or mad s physicl

canbe

‘copy (wih shipping slip atached) of ths work being registered Addtianal nstruct for submi 9

i you mai uatetial being of regisration .00 which we roc

ORRESPONDING SHIPP! PS ATTACHE

tabia copy of the appication wil ba avalabia within 24 hours by chicking tha My Applications Enkin tha ks top Mos! Ravigation meny of the Homa scrsan

eheck tha status of s elaim via eCO using this number 115049288561 If you have questions or need assistance. Copyright Office contact

ation ean b

Stotes Copyright

4/12/2026




4/12/2026

¥ .

Holp Searching and Retrieving Rocords

Online Records Collections Help Searching and Retrieving Records
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Educational Materials Other Resources

Gopyright | Public Rec

Welcome 1o the U.S. Copyright Office Public Records System
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Filter by date®
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Copyright Claimant

* Issue Certificates of Al nticity (COAs)
« Title, Date, Edition, Signature, etc.

« Digital Millennium Copyright Act 1998 (DMCA)

« Established legal framework for copyright holders to send a “takedown
notice” to online service providers to remove infringing material

* Infringement Enforcement (Statutory damages)
* $750-$30,000 per infringement
* Up to $150,000 for willful infringement
« Attorney’s Fees
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Without copyright registration, artists may be able to only recover actual damages,
which are harder to prove and result in a lower award.

registration allow artists the right to file DMCA takedowns with more
legal authority.

Copyright registration creates official, government-certified evidence of authorship,
which defeats ownership disputes, establishes the artists’ creation date, and stops
people from claiming they made the work first.
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