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Mf wUppoticreatives leverageassets
andbecomehe kind of community you

want to live In!

People look for
experiences,
participation,

and a sense ddlace
Art gives them that.
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SHOP INDIE ART

and strengthen your local economy




Can You Afford NOT to Invest in Arts & Tourism?

$4-

in tax revenue for every $1
spent on tourism marketing

Arts Amplify Spending
$ Visitors stay longer and spend more on
dining, lodging, and retail.

Activate What You Already Have

Underutilized buildings, local artists, existing
festivals can be leveraged at low cost.

in smaller communities.

Whyart when we can bare
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SAVEYOU R town

Cost of Mural:
$2000-$5000
Monthly Art Walk: Free

Benefit: extends evening# -
business hours and brings” [ /" =3
more peoplelowntown [ "7

[ gwXt g" pav" e4e8giy
between a sewer line anc
sculpture!

Thecommunities that
activate their creative
assets first are the ones ~ @7

that later have the tax ba$§@/zz, -
to fix theroads
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lowa Arts Spending 2023

$705,152,838

arts expenditures statewide

il

Generated in the City of Ames alone

$18,000,000+

Ames share of statewide arts impact.




Y] gp" { quer$iBgndlibnmvas generated
the City of Ames alangsi describing the
combined local economic activity from:
AAmesbsf b! opogspgj u! k
budgets(what Ames organizations spent c
staff, artists, venues, and serv)qass
Aui fjs! bvej f(Rigbe spendingc
by attendees: what evgaers spent in
Ames on food, lodging, shopping, and
transportation connected to those arts
experiences
In the community during 2023.



HOW CAN YOUR TOWN BE
ART&ZOI\/II\/IUNIT?{

-

SAVEYOUR

Startby tellingpeopleyou are.
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Lupine is an
abstract
artwork that
symbolizes
how people
change as
they age.
Initially vibrant
and
noticeable,
like the green
of spring, we
tend to blend
info the
background
as we grow
older, but our
frue essence
remains s > P |
unchanged. YO B S

2025 Art on the Campus Exhibit

People’s Choice Award Winner
www.wdm.iowa.gov/AOC

West Des Moines.

Parks & Recreation
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The Missouri Star Quilt Company started with a woman
making YouTube videos teaching people how to quilt.

This Is art and business.

Photo b
hnps;//iﬁunkbigger.oonvmisi
uri-star—qlﬂl-oo-named-mo-s



Even your signage Is art. And you can make an art tour out of It too.
This Is art and business.




Have you
refinished old
furniture to make |
look different? \-,
Arte and a creatlv \: ,{,»P L8y
business, too. R

There arsmtangible
benefits such as
Increased quality of life
Improved social
relationsandthe
preservation of local
history and culture.
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One could also add arts and crafts
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