
THE BUSINESS OF ART

Yes, art is economic development

 Altus OK murals, public art in alleys



People look for 
experiences, 
participation, 

and a sense of place. 
Art gives them that.

Mfuǃt!support creatives, leverage assets, 

and become the kind of community you 

want to live in!



Why art when we can barely 
afford infrastructure?



Caldwell KS volunteers painting mural ҭ photo by Becky McCray

Cost of Mural: 
$2000-$5000
Monthly Art Walk: Free

Benefits: extends evening 
business hours and brings 
more people downtown

[qwҲtg"pqv"ejqqukpi"
between a sewer line and a 
sculpture!

The communities that 
activate their creative 
assets first are the ones 
that later have the tax base 
to fix the roads





Yjgp"{qw"ugg"ҵover $18 million was generated in 

the City of Ames alone.Ҷ"is describing the 

combined local economic activity from:

Å Ames-bsfb!opoqspgju!bsut!pshboj{bujpotǃ!

budgets (what Ames organizations spent on 

staff, artists, venues, and services) plus 

Åuifjs!bvejfodftǃ!tqfoejoh!(Ripple spending 

by attendees: what event-goers spent in 

Ames on food, lodging, shopping, and 

transportation connected to those arts 

experiences) 

in the community during 2023.



HOW CAN YOUR TOWN BE AN 
ARTS COMMUNITY?

Start by telling people you are.

Putnam County Mural Projecton the S&W Feed Center silos in Greencastle, Indiana.



Do you know how to use a forge? 
Have you made products in the 
forge? 

This is art. 
And this is business. 



Can you weld? 



The Missouri Star Quilt Company started with a woman 
making YouTube videos teaching people how to quilt. 

This is art and business.



Even your signage is art. And you can make an art tour out of it too.

This is art and business.



Have you 
refinished old 
furniture to make it 
look different? 
Artҿ and a creative 
business, too.

There are intangible 
benefits such as
 increased quality of life, 
improved social 
relations, and the 
preservation of local 
history and culture.

 



There are many different forms of art, 
including literature, performing arts, 

architecture, music, and visual arts such as 
fine art, street art, or photography. 

One could also add arts and crafts 
or fashion design to this list. 

Actually, anything created by humans
 is a form of art in some way.

ҿ"Xcngtkg"Forgeard Sitting garden in Paulouse WA

What are the arts 
in your town? 
Make  list



Old 
Geezers


